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RURAL CRAFTS AND INDUSTRIES

Books and pamphlets

Anfield, George, Traditional crafts in Britain. London, Readers Digest Association,
1982.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 TRA
e Takes alook at craft as art, in work and looks across different areas across
England, Scotland and Wales.

Arnold, James, All made by hand. London, John Baker, 1975.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 ARN
e Thirty traditional skills described and illustrated including chair bodging,
saddlery and hand loom weaving.

Arnold, James, The Shell book of country crafts. London, John Baker, 1968.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 ARN
e Features a huge variety of rural crafts with a particularly large chapter on
‘Woodland and Coppice Industries’, also contains a section on the
sociology of rural trade.

Collins, Edward John, Crafts in the English countryside. Wetherby, Countryside
Agency, 2004.
MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5610 CRA
o Essays on avariety of the different crafts such as basketry, heritage building
crafts, milling and wheelwrights.

Derrick, Freda, Country craftsman. London, Chapman & Hall, 1945.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 DER.

Filbee, Marjorie, Cottage industries. Newton Abbot, David & Charles, 1982.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 FIL.

FitzRandolph, Mavis, 30 crafts. London, National Federation of Women's
Institutes, [1950].
MERL LIBRARY-5630 FIT

Green, | L, The rural industries of England. London, E Marlborough & Co., [1895].
MERL LIBRARY-5610 GRE.
e Discusses the problems with rural industries in Plea part one pp. 146-152,
and Plea part two pp. 153-162.

Hartley, Dorothy, Made in England. London, Methuen & Co., 1979.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 HAR.
e lllustrations and 29 plates of photographs, detailed information on a
variety of the rural trades and crafts.



Jenkins, . Geraint, Traditional country craftsmen. London, Routledge, 1965.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 JEN.
e Alookinto crafts from all the main sectors of rural trade such as woodland
industries, village industries, metal, straw, stone, clay, textile and leather.

Jewell, Charles Andrew, Crafts, trades, and industries: a book list for local
historians. London, National Council of Social Service, 1968.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX--1465

Lewis, June Rosemarie, Handbook of English crafts and craftsmen. London, Robert
Hale, 1978.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 LEW.
e Looks at different metals, glass, candle-making, hornwork and lists craft
museums.

Lucie-Smith, Edward, The story of craft: the craftsman's role in society. Oxford,
Phaidon, 1981.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 LUC.

e A history of crafts, their decline and their survival.

Manners, John E, Country crafts in pictures. London, David & Charles, 1976.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 MAN.
e Features photographs from a large variety of the rural trades and crafts.

Seager, Elizabeth, The countryman book of village trades and crafts. Newton
Abbot, David & Charles, 1978.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 COU.
e Acollection of essays on a variety of village trades such as blacksmithing,
baking, pubs, toffee-making, chemists, markets and many more.

Seymour, John, The forgotten crafts. London, Dorling Kindersley, 1984.
MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5630 SEY
e Looks at rural crafts and trade in the field, in the workshop, in building and
in textiles.

Trench, Lucy (editor), Materials and techniques in the decorative arts: an
illustrated dictionary. London, John Murray, 2000.
MERL LIBRARY RRREF-6980 MAT.
e Includes metalwork, textiles, leather, stone, wood and more. There is also
a bibliography, pp. 558-569.

Quinn, Tom and Felix, Paul, The art of the traditional craftsmen. Newton Abbot,
David & Charles, 2004.
MERL LIBRARY-5630 QUI.



Journal and book articles

Bailey, Christopher, ‘Rural industries and the image of the countryside’, The
English countryside between the wars: regeneration or decline? pp. 132-149.
Woodbridge, Boydell Press, 2006.

MERL LIBRARY-2030 ENG.

Brown, Jonathan, Sadie B Ward, ‘Work', Village life in England 1860-1940 a
photographic record pp.30-40. London, B T Batsford, 1985.
MERL LIBRARY-9210 BRO.

Chartres, John, ‘Country trades, crafts and professions: introduction’, The agrarian
history of England and Wales v 6: 1750-1850 pp.416-419.
MERL LIBRARY-2030 AGR.

Cripps, Ann, ‘Rural trades and industries’, The countryman rescuing the past pp. 71-
127.Newton Abbot, David & Charles, 1973.
MERL LIBRARY-9210 COU.

e Looks into blacksmithing, wheelwrights, building and more.

Gill, Crispin, ‘At work’, The countryman’s Britain in pictures pp. 14-38. Newton
Abbot, David & Charles, 1977.
MERL LIBRARY-9210 GIL.
e Aphotograph book with pictures from rural industries such as
wheelwrighting.

Hallas, Christine, ‘Craft occupations in the late nineteenth century: some local
considerations’, Local population studies no 44, pp. 18-29.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Harvey, Graham, ‘A self-taught craftsman’, Farmers Weekly v 81 no 15 pp.3-5.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Hunt, Roger, ‘Communications, trades and industry’, Rural Britain, then and now
pp. 126-163. London, Cassell lllustrated, 2004.
MERL LIBRARY-9210 HUN.

e Looks at old traditional trades - includes many photographs.

Hurst, | G, ‘Stone quarrying; coal mining, salt evaporation; pottery manufacture
and glassmaking’, The agrarian history of England and Wales v 2, 1042-1350, pp.
920-926.

MERL LIBRARY-2030 AGR.

Porter, Valerie, ‘Country work’, Yesterday’s countryside: country life as it really was,
pp. 200-238. Newton Abbot, David & Charles, 2000.
MERL LIBRARY-9210 POR.
e Looks at new rural industries, traditional trades and home industries. Also
contains many photographs.



Selected journals relating to rural crafts and industries held in the MERL
Library

Corn dolly newsletter

Country landowner and rural business
Country life

Folk life

Forestry

Guild of straw craftsman news
[ronmongery

Journal of the farmers’ club

Tools and trades

Clay and Plaster
Books and pamphlets

Brears, C D, The English country pottery: its history and techniques. Newton
Abbot, David & Charles, 1971.
MERL LIBRARY-5650 BRE.

Cameron, Elisabeth, Encyclopaedia of potter and porcelain: the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. London, Faber, 1986.
MERL LIBRARY-5650 CAM.

Helme, D, The clay tobacco pipe: an illustrated guide. [s.l.], [s.n.], 1978.
MERL LIBRARY-7280 HEL.

McGarva, Andrew, Country pottery: the traditional earthenware of Britain.
London, A & C Black, 2000.
MERL LIBRARY--5650-MAC
e An historical and technical look at pottery, with a bibliography on page
127.

Journal and book articles
Hennell, Thomas, ‘The potter’, The countryman at work, pp. 37-41. London, The

Architectural Press, 1947.
MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5630 HEN



Bricks
Books and pamphlets

Bonnell, D B R and, Butterworth, B, Clay building bricks of the United Kingdom:
with a note on comparisons of bricks made by different processes. London,
HMSO, 1950.

MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5652 BON

Hammond, Martin, Bricks and brick making. Princes Risborough, Shire
Publications, 1990.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX--5652-HAM

Wight, Jane, Brick building in England. London, John Baker, 1972.
MERL LIBRARY-6930 WIG.

Woodforde, John, Bricks to build a house. London, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1976.
MERL LIBRARY-5652 WOO.

Journal and book articles

Cox, Alan, ‘Traditional brick making methods’, Brickmaking: a history and gazette,
pp. 22-31.[s.l.], Bedfordshire Country Council, 1979.
MERL LIBRARY-5652 COX.

Dumbleton, Michael, ‘Brick making’, An historical atlas of Berkshire pp. 108-109.
Reading, Berkshire Record Society, 1998.
MERL LIBRARY-2062 HIS.

Glass
Books and pamphlets

Dodsworth, Roger, Glass and glass making. Princes Risborough, Shire
Publications, 1982.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX--5670

Elville, E M, The collector’s dictionary of glass. London, Country Life Limited, 1961.
MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5850 ELV

Kenyon, G H, The glass industry of the weald. Leicester, Leicester University Press,
1957.
MERL LIBRARY-5670 KEN.

e Looks into the history of glass making.

Vose, Ruth Hurst, Glass. Glasgow, William Collins Sons & Co., 1980.
MERL LIBRARY-5670 VOS.



Leather/Saddlery
Books and pamphlets

Davis, Sidney A, The saddler. Princes Risborough, Shire Publications, 1980. PB
MERL LIBRARY--5720-DAV

Edwards, Elwyn Hartley, The country life book of saddlery and equipment.
London, New Burlington Books, 1981.
MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5720 COU

Edwards, Elwyn Hartley, Saddlery: modern equipment for horses and stable.
London, ] A Allen, 1972.
MERL LIBRARY-5720 EDW

Harris Scarfe limited, Catalogue of saddlery, travelware and grindery. [s.l.], Axiom,
1996.
MERL LIBRARY-4572 HAR

Laurence-Lord, D, Boot and shoe repairing. London, New Era Publishing, [1925].
MERL LIBRARY-5720 LAU

Rural Industries Bureau, The future of rural saddlery. London, Rural Industries
Bureau, [1926].
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX--5720-FUT

Salaman, R A, Dictionary of leather-working tools ¢ 1700-1950, and the tools of
allied trades. London, George Allen & Unwin Ltd, 1975.
MERL LIBRARY RRREF-5720 SAL.
e Describes a variety of trades such as hat making, handbag making, driving
belts, boot and shoe making and many more.

Waterer, John, Leather craftsmanship. London, G Bell & Sons, 1968.
MERL LIBRARY-5720 WAT.

e Discusses the nature of the material and how it can be manipulated.
Journal and book articles

Clarkson, L A, ‘The manufacture of leather’, The agrarian history of England and
Wales v 6 pp. 466-467.
MERL LIBRARY-2030 AGR.

Timmins, Major Reginald S, ‘Saddles and sore backs; bitting, draught and harness’,
Modern horse management, pp. 209-222. London, Cassell and Co., 1915.
MERL LIBRARY-4572 TIM.



Metal
Books and pamphlets

Bodey, Hugh, Nailmaking. Princes Risborough, Shire Publications, 1983.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX--5740-BOD

Fogg, Charles, Chains and chain-making. Princes Risborough, Shire Publications,
1981.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX--5740-FOG

Rollins, John G, Needlemaking. Princes Risborough, Shire Publications, 1981.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX-5740 ROL

Shirley, A ] and A F, Handicraft in metal: a textbook for the use of teachers,
students and craftsman. London, B. T. Batsford, 1953.
MERL LIBRARY-5740 SHI.

Smith, Donald, Metalwork: an introductory historical survey. London, B. T.
Batsford, 1948.
MERL LIBRARY-5740 SMI.
e Contains a brief history, blacksmithing, and also looks at goldsmiths,
silversmiths and swordsmith.

Smithurst, Peter, The cutlery industry. Princes Risborough, Shire Publications,
1987.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX--5740

Journal and book articles

Southey, |, ‘The gunsmith’s craft’, Country Life v 100 p. 1079.

MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Farriery

Books and pamphlets

Comben, Norman, Agriculture, husbandry, farriery and the veterinary art: a
selection of antiquarian and scarce books, pamphlets and ephemera from
Norman Comben. Berkhamsted, Norman Comben, 1995.

MERL LIBRARY-1454 COM

Hickman, John and Humphrey, Martin, Hickman'’s farriery: a complete illustrated

guide. London, | A Allen, 1988.
MERL LIBRARY-4572 HIC



Hunting, William, The art of horseshoeing. London, H & W Brown, 1899.
MERL LIBRARY-5740 HUN

Prince, Leslie B, The farrier and his craft: the history of the Worshipful Company of
farriers. London, | A Allen, 1980.
MERL LIBRARY-5740 PRI

Journal and book articles

Fleming, G, ‘Shoeing’, Practical horse-shoeing, pp. 39-42. London, Bailliere, Tindall
& Cox, 1900.
MERL LIBRARY-5740 FLE

Richardson, C, ‘Farriery’, Summerhay’s encyclopaedia for horseman pp. 103-106.
London, Frederick Warne & Co., 1962.
MERL LIBRARY RRREF 4572 SUM

Timmins, Major Reginald S, ‘The foot and shoeing’, Modern horse management, pp.
209-222. London, Cassell and Co., 1915.
MERL LIBRARY-4572 TIM

Tylden, Major G, ‘The cavalry seat- ‘furniture’ used with saddlery, the horse’s tail
and coat; and farriery’, Horses and saddlery, pp. 211-231. London, Allen in
association with the Army Museums Ogilby Trust, 1965.

MERL LIBRARY-4572 TYL

Blacksmithing
Books and pamphlets

Bailey, Jocelyn, The village blacksmith. Princes Risborough, Shire Publications,
1977.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX--5740 BAI

Hawley, | E, The blacksmith and his art. Phoenix, ] E Hawley, 1976.
MERL LIBRARY-5740 HAW
e Includes many photographs and a bibliography on page 168.

Hogg, Garry, Hammer and tongs: blacksmithery down the ages. London,
Hutchinson & Co., 1964.
MERL LIBRARY-5740 HOG

Lillico, | W, Blacksmith’s manual. Salisbury, Rural Development Commission,
1960.
MERL LIBRARY-5740 LIL



Sheail, Philip, The life and times of a Hampshire blacksmith. Hertford, Molewood
Hawthorn Publishing, 2007.
MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5740 SHE
e Looks at blacksmithing in Hampshire from the Edwardian age up until the
1970s and focuses also on the inter-war and war years.

Journal and book articles

Webber, Ronald, ‘The craft of the blacksmith’, The village blacksmith, pp. 34-47.
Newton Abbot, David and Charles, 1971.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 WEB

Williams-Davies, John, ‘The changing role of the village blacksmith’, Oral History, v
18 no 2 pp. 68-69.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Stone
Books and pamphlets

Clifton-Taylor, Alec, English stone building. London, Gollancz, 1994.
MERL LIBRARY-6930 CLI

Davey, Norman, Building stones of England and Wales. London, Bedford Square
Press for the Standing Conference for Local History, 1976.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX 5770 DAV

Watson, John, British and foreign building stones: a descriptive catalogue of the
specimens of Sedgwick Museum. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1911.
MERL LIBRARY-5770 WAT

Journal and book articles

Fenton, A ‘Alternating stone and turf: an obsolete practice’, Folk Life, 6, pp. 94-103.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Shore, B C G, ‘Some stones considered’, Stones of Britain, pp. 51-58. London,
Leonard Hill, 1957.
MERL LIBRARY-5770 SHO

White, Andrew, ‘Stone masons in a Georgian town’ Local Historian v 21 no 2 pp.
60-65.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL



Straw- including thatching and corn dollies.
Books and pamphlets

Billett, Michael, Thatching and thatched buildings. London, Robert Hale, 1999.
MERL LIBRARY-5790 BIL
e Author looks at different thatching across the counties of southern
England.

Coker, Alec, The craft of straw decoration. Leicester, Dryad Press, 1971.
MERL LIBRARY-5790 COK

Davis, Jean, Straw plait. Princes Risborough, Shire Publications, 1981.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX--5790-DAV

Dony, John G, A history of the straw hat industry. Luton, Gibbs, Bamforth & Co.,
1942.
MERL LIBRARY-5790 DON

Fearn, Jacqueline, Thatch and thatching. Princes Risborough, Shire Publications,
1978.
MERL LIBRARY-5790 FEA

Hall, Nicolas, Thatching: a handbook. London, Intermediate Technology
Publications, 1988.
MERL LIBRARY-5790 HAL

Lambeth, M, Discovering corn dollies. Princes Risborough, Shire Publications,
1974.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX-5790 LAM

Lambeth, M, A golden dolly: the art, mystery and history of corn dollies. London,
John Baker, 1969.
MERL LIBRARY-5790 LAM

Sandford, Lettice and Davis, Philla, Decorative straw and corn dollies. London, B.
T. Batsford, 1964.
MERL LIBRARY-5790 SAN

Staniforth, Arthur, Straw and straw craftsman. Aylesbury, Shire, 1991.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX 5790 STA

Journal and book articles
Clark, Cosmo, ‘Thatch, thatchers and thatching’, Agriculture v 53 no 10 pp. 444-

450.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL



Rural Industries Bureau, ‘Thatching: a brief history’, The thatcher’s craft pp. 1-3.
London, Rural Industries Bureau, 1961.
MERL LIBRARY-5790 RUR

Sandford, Lettice and Davis, Philla, ‘Straw work and its origins’, Decorative straw
and corn dollies pp. 9-28. London, B. T. Batsford, 1964.
MERL LIBRARY-5790 SAN.

Textiles
Books and pamphlets

Brooke, Margaret L, Lace in the making: with bobbins and needle. London, George
Routledge & Sons, 1923.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 BRO

Bythell, Duncan, The handloom weaver. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press,
1969.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 BYT
e Looksinto the history of the handloom weaver and their discontent,
looking specifically at wages, poverty and politics.

Chadwick, Eileen, The craft of hand spinning. London, B. T. Batsford, 1981.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 CHA
e With photographs.

Clarke, Leslie ], The craftsman in textiles. London, G. Bell & Sons, 1968.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 CLA
e A mostly technical look into textiles, but also with a more cultural chapter
‘The craftsman in society’ pp. 130-149.

Colby, Averil, Quilting. London, B. T. Batsford, 1972.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 COL
e Historical account of quilting looking back to the sixteenth century to the
twentieth century.

English, W, The textile industry: an account of the early inventions of spinning,
weaving and knitting machines. London, Longmans, Green & Co., 1969.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 ENG

Rae, Janet, The quilts of the British Isles. London, Deidre McDonald Books, 1987.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 RAE

Rural Industries Intelligence Bureau, Mat making. London, Rural Industries
Intelligence Bureau, 1923.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX 5820 RUR



Turner, Pauline, Crochet: a history of the craft since 1850. Princes Risborough,
Shire Publications, 1984.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 TUR

Journal and book articles

Leadbeater, Eliza, ‘Spinning’, Handspinning, pp. 38-52. London, Studio Vista, 1976.
MERL LIBRARY-5820 LEA

Lemon, Hugo, ‘The hand craftsman in the wool textile trade’, Folk lifev 1 pp. 66-
71.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Pinto, Edward Henry, ‘The knitter’s craft’, Country Life v 102 p. 488.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Wood- Including carpentry and wheelwrighting.
Books and pamphlets

Bailey, Jocelyn, The village wheelwright and carpenter. Princes Risborough, Shire
Publications, 1975.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX 5850 BAI

Crafts Council, The woodcarver’s craft. [Aberdeen], [Donside Paper], 1993.
MERL LIBRARY-5850 COA

Goodman, W L, The history of woodworking tools. London, G. Bell & Sons, 1964.
MERL LIBRARY-5850 GOO

Pinto, Edward H, The craftsman in wood. London, G. Bell & Sons, 1962.
MERL LIBRARY-5850 PIN
e Looks into the purposes of different wood, and at specific vocations in
wood such as furniture making.

Rose, Walter, The village carpenter. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press,
1937.
MERL LIBRARY-5850 ROS
e Describes the various jobs of a village carpenter, such as furniture
repairing, and attending wooden pumps, water mills and more.

Sturt, George, The wheelwright’s shop. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press,
1934.
MERL LIBRARY-5850 STU
e The author, who was a wheelwright, details a general and personal history
of the craft.



Salaman, R A, Dictionary of tools: used in the woodworking and allied trades c.
1700-1970. London, George Allen & Unwin Ltd, 1975.
MERL LIBRARY RRREF 5858 SAL
e Includes historical notes and illustrations next to descriptions. There is
also a bibliography pp. 537-545.

Thompson, John, The wheelwright’s trade: a sourcebook. Fleet, John Thompson,
1983.
MERL LIBRARY-5850 THO

Journal and book articles

Forbes, A C, ‘British forestry as a rural industry’, Journal of the farmers’ club pp. 99-
121.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Hennell, Thomas, ‘The wheelwright and wagon-builder’, The countryman at work,
pp.49-52. London, The Architectural Press, 1947.
MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5630 HEN

Peloubet, Don, ‘Wheel building’, Wheelmaking pp. 3-5. Mendham, Astragal Press,
1996.
MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5850 WHE

Potter, Donald, ‘A reviving craft’, Country Life v 159 p. 30.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL
e Article on wheelwrighting.

Tabor, R CC, ‘Gate hurdle making’, Tools and trade, v 3 pp. 10-26.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Baskets and basket making.
Books and pamphlets

Bobart, H H, Basket work through the ages. London, Humphrey Milford, 1936.
MERL LIBRARY-5852 BOB
e Bibliography pp. 158-163.

Firth, Annie, Cane basket work: a practical manual on weaving useful and fancy
baskets. London, Charles Scribner’s & Sons, 1901.
MERL LIBRARY-5852 FIR

e With photographs and illustrations.

Gill, Anna A, Practical basketry. London, Stanley Paul & Co., [n.d.]
MERL LIBRARY-5852 GIL



Heseltine, Alistair, Baskets and basket making. Princes Risborough, Shire
Publications, 1982.
MERL LIBRARY PAMPH BOX—5852 HES

Legg, Evelyn, Country baskets. London, Mills & Boon, 1960.
MERL LIBRARY-5852 LEG
e Instructions on basket making with diagrams.

Okey, Thomas, A basketful of memories. London, ] M Dent & Sons, 1930.
MERL LIBRARY-5852 OKE

Journal and book articles

Crampton, Charles, ‘An introduction to the history of basket making’, Canework
pp. 9-22. Leicester, Dryad Press, 1964.
MERL LIBRARY-5852 CRA

Hennell, Thomas, ‘The basket maker’, The countryman at work, pp. 17-22. London,
The Architectural Press, 1947.
MERL LIBRARY OVERSIZE-5630 HEN

Jenkins, John Geraint, ‘Some country basket makers’, Gwerin v 3 no 4 pp. 186-199.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL

Wymer, Norman, ‘A backyard industry’, Country Life v 3 pp. 36-37.
MERL LIBRARY PERIODICAL
e Article on basket making.



