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The MERL library holds perhaps the most accessible national collection of
literature on farming and country life, and of novels and essays based on
these themes. The collection includes the more literary commentaries on
country life from the rural nineteenth century onwards, including the writings of



Richard Jefferies, Alfred Williams and George Sturt of Farnham (some written
under the pseudonym of George Bourne).

Among the better known rural writers of the inter-war and immediate post-war
period, the library has good holdings of all relevant works by Fred Archer,
Adrian Bell, J S Collis, Fred Kitchen, George Ewart Evans, H J Massingham,
John Moore, Walter Rose, A G Street, C Henry Warren and Henry
Williamson. Additionally, there is a useful working collection of rural novels,
written since the 1920s.
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